“I Will Be Able To” Statements Latin America Unit:
- locate the major landforms, rivers, and countries in Latin America
- use the fundamental themes of geography to describe regions in Latin America
- explain why ecosystems in Latin America differ as a consequence of differences in latitude and elevation
- list the altitudinal zones of Tierra Caliente, Tierra Templada, & Tierra Fria
- explain how the culture of the Mayas reflected their geography
- Identify the point of view (perspective of the author) and context when reading and discussing primary and secondary sources
- list the altitudinal zones of Tierra Caliente, Tierra Templada, & Tierra Fria
- identify defining characteristics of the ancient Maya civilization
- explain calendar year numbering systems, such as BCE and CE
- describe the Mayan calendar system
- analyze the role of the environment in the development of the Aztec empire, such as the invention of floating gardens due to the swampy terrain
- explain role of economics in the development of the Maya, Aztec, & Inca
- describe governmental structure and changes for the Maya, Aztec, & Inca
- explain how the Aztecs modified their landscape in order to make the area suitable for settlement
- describe the early Mesoamerican era
- describe how the Aztecs transitioned from a nomadic to a settled people
- explain the nomadic life of the Aztecs
- compare and contrast the Aztec, Maya, and Inca civilizations
- describe patterns of settlement in Mexico City using maps
- describe the environmental impacts of human action in the rainforest
- explain the land use conflict in the Amazon rainforest
- explain how technology affects modification of the landscape
- explain the effects of clear-cutting and other land use in the rainforest
- explain the altitudinal zones in the Andes Mountains & why some are better for human settlement than others and how altitude & latitude affect climate
- construct and analyze climate graphs for Buenos Aires and La Paz
- discuss the different governmental philosophies, such as totalitarianism and democracy
- compare and contrast the governments of the United States and Cuba
- draw a map from memory of the Western Hemisphere and label the major regions
- read a text closely and use information from it to answer questions
- determine the main ideas or information of primary or secondary sources and provide a summary without my opinions or prior knowledge
- determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text
- examine the structure of texts
- use charts, graphs, photographs, videos, and maps with other printed information
- write informative and explanatory to describe the important information
- make a piece of writing that meets the criteria from the teacher

